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Press Release 

WSET's majestic seven! - for the second year running

Majestic Wine matched last year's tally of winning seven awards, at this year's Wine & Spirit Education Trust's (WSET) 'Awards of Excellence', annual presentation of prizes to their top scholars. The Awards of Excellence 2005 ceremony was co-hosted by Tim Atkin MW, one of Britain's leading wine writers and an internationally recognised expert on wine , alongside Ian Harris, CEO of the WSET. The event was held at the impressive Vintners' Hall in London, celebrating the achievements of the 43 top performing candidates in the 2004 WSET examinations. 

Commenting on the Awards, Ian Harris said "I would like to thank Tim Atkin for agreeing to co-host the event with me this year. I also congratulate the students who I met on Monday night, and who have performed so well in their examinations. The wine and spirit industry can look forward to an excellent calibre of student moving quickly along the career path. My thanks also to the sponsors of the various awards, and also to Percy Fox (Pommery Brut Royal), Southcorp Wines (Wynns Coonawarra Estate) and Dillon Morrall (Vina La Rosa) for supplying such excellent wines to help make the evening such a success."

After the presentations Tim How, Chief Executive of Majestic, said "I am delighted that seven of our staff have received awards this year and it shows the tremendous effort and hard work they have put in. At Majestic we place great emphasis on training with all new retail staff sitting the WSET Advanced Certificate after six months and this year alone we are sponsoring more than 70 staff through the Diploma."

The award for the top Diploma graduate this year is Alex Carr Taylor, who received the Vintners’ Cup and Scholarship. He has spent the last ten years learning the trade in the family business gradually taking on the role of winemaker and bringing the production of sparkling wine fully in house. He has won numerous international awards including a gold medal for Sparkling wine at the Challenge International du Vin.

Nearly 12,000 people took WSET® qualifications last year in 24 countries. The WSET aim to provide world-class qualifications and informative, entertaining courses for the trade and the consumer in the UK and throughout the world.
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