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Two new WSET Patrons make 20!

Two new companies have taken out Corporate Patronage of the Wine & Spirit Education Trust (WSET) bringing the total to 20. The initiative, launched in early 2003, also sees an existing Patron take advantage of the greater benefits of upgrading from Silver to Gold.

Moët Hennessy UK Limited joined the ranks by signing up as a Silver Patron, having also purchased two bricks as part of the WSET’s move to new premises later this year.

At the same time Gonzalez Byass UK signed the dotted line for Bronze Patronage and will also be offering tastings and study tours for members of the WSET’s Membership body the Institute of Wines & Spirits.

Majestic Wine Warehouses signed up as a Silver Patron back in 2003 but have decided to avail themselves of the additional benefits of being a Gold Patron. This upgrade was announced, along with the two new Patrons, at this year’s WSET Awards Ceremony which saw seven of Majestic’s staff win scholarships.

Commenting on this development, Ian Harris, Chief Executive of the WSET said: "When I initiated the WSET Corporate Patronage I was delighted at the positive response I received from the key players in the industry. Two years on, I would not only like to offer my thanks to our new Corporate Patrons Moët Hennessy and Gonzalez Byass, along with Majestic for upgrading, but also to the other 17 for their continued substantial financial support which will enable us to make further investment in our students over the next twelve months."
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Notes to the editor:

Full list of Patrons

Gold Patrons:

Allied Distillers, Bacardi-Martini Limited, Brown-Forman, Chivas Brothers (Groupe Pernod Ricard), Constellation Europe, Diageo, Laithwaites, Majestic, The Vintners’ Company, Waitrose

Silver Patrons:

Beringer Blass, just-drinks.com, Moët Hennessy UK Limited

Bronze Patrons:

Gonzalez Byass UK , Hatch Mansfield, Riedel, Southcorp Wines, Western Wines, The Worshipful Company of Distillers

Corporate Friend:

The Portman Group







