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PRESS RELEASE

26 August 2003
 WSET( announces record number of Diploma graduates 
________________________________________________________________________
This year the Wine & Spirit Education Trust would like to congratulate a record number of Diploma graduates following the publication of the June results.  Just over 300 candidates worldwide have now received notification that they have passed all sections of the examination and gained the WSET( Diploma qualification.

This record number is due in part to the increase in the number of candidates sitting the exam in recent years.  With twenty-three examination centres in thirteen different countries on three continents, the WSET( Diploma is now truly an international qualification.  For the first time ever, the number of candidates sitting the examinations overseas has exceeded the number of those sitting in the United Kingdom.  

“To publish results like these is very gratifying indeed,” says Director of  WSET( Awards, Janet Bangs, “especially when we have a total of twenty-nine honours graduates who may subsequently be eligible for consideration for a scholarship at this year’s Awards Ceremony in Vintners Hall on 3 November.  However, we still have concerns about a number of candidates who clearly tackle this very demanding qualification without fully appreciating what is involved.  These poor performers diminish the success of our top achievers by pulling the pass rate down to an artificially low level.”

The WSET( hopes that some of these failures may be the result of the increased pressure many candidates find themselves under whilst struggling to study for their exams and meet targets in the workplace.  The new Diploma syllabus, which was launched at the beginning of August, is expected to alleviate this problem.  The modular approach and increased flexibility will allow candidates to sign up for as little or as much as they feel capable of successfully achieving.
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