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PRESS RELEASE

13 August 2003
 WSET(’s first new qualification for 34 years gains Government Recognition
________________________________________________________________________
The Wine and Spirit Education Trust’s new Level 1 Foundation Certificate in Wines has received accreditation from the UK government's regulatory authority for education, QCA. 

This is the WSET®’s third qualification to be approved, following Intermediate and Advanced Certificate Levels 2 and 3.  Now included in the National Qualifications Framework as ‘vocationally related’  qualifications they can be studied separately or as part of a wider programme of study, such as a Hospitality related NVQ course. 

The WSET® Level 1 Foundation Certificate in Wines is sub-divided into three different strands, Hospitality, Retail and also a qualification aimed at 16 to 18 years olds.

The Hospitality strand went live on 1st August, 2003 and provides a basic introduction to the main styles of wines available to front line staff involved in the service of wine in bars, hotels, restaurants etc. The Retail strand was launched at this year’s LIWSF and aims to provide the basic product knowledge and skills in the sale of wines required to prepare a person for their first job in retail. The third strand is being developed with support from the wine and spirit trade and intended to educate young people in the safe consumption and social responsibilities of alcohol.

Chief Executive of the WSET® Ian Harris said, “This “done in a day” course fills a void, i.e. the need to provide education at a basic product knowledge level. We have had an extremely positive reaction from those companies who have already put their staff through this training programme and are delighted that the QCA accreditation adds extra weight to the importance of the qualification gained by the students”

Over 11,000 people took WSET® qualifications last year in 24 countries. The WSET® aim to provide world-class qualifications and informative, entertaining courses for the trade and the consumer in the UK and throughout the world.
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