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PRESS RELEASE

28th July 2003

WSET( School runs first Foundation course
________________________________________________________________________
On 22nd July 2003, fourteen delegates, mainly bar managers, from the Mitchells and Butlers All Bar One group gathered at Five Kings House to attend the Level One Foundation Course in Wines (Hospitality).  Whilst the WSET® has been promoting this recently developed Qualification on its road shows as well as running a series of Assessor Workshops to qualify tutors to deliver the course, this was the first course “delivery” as such of the programme.

The course itself was in fact a pilot, as officially the qualification does not come into being until 1st August when it is expected to become fully accredited by the Qualification and Curriculum Authority (QCA).

The All Bar One delegates seemed happy to act as “guinea pigs” on this occasion and were well pleased with the course.  It is anticipated that the Foundation will be used to complement their training for bar staff throughout the group. 

Commented David Hunter, Principal WSET® School ‘The course offers a great opportunity for bar managers and their staff alike to better understand the wines that they are selling.  Introducing a dimension of food and wine matching is of particular benefit in this signification growth area. Thus giving the customer more informed recommendations due to the increased awareness that the Foundation Course gives, and also reflecting a positive impact on the overall revenue.’ 
And how did the delegates do?  - They all passed with flying colours!
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