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PRESS RELEASE

3rd November 2003

Specialist Wine Retailers - top performers at the 2003 Wine & Spirit Education Trust Awards of Excellence

________________________________________________________________________
Majestic won a magnificent 7 awards at this year’s Wine & Spirit Education Trust’s (WSET®) ‘Awards of Excellence’, annual presentation of prizes to their top scholars. An Oddbins member of staff took the accolade for the top Diploma graduate and Direct Wines Limited took home an impressive 3 scholarships.

The Awards of Excellence 2003 ceremony was co-hosted by Charles Metcalfe the highly regarded wine author, journalist and broadcaster, and Ian Harris, CEO of the WSET®. The event was held at the impressive Vintners’ Hall in London, celebrating the achievements of the 42 top performing candidates in the Intermediate and Advanced Certificates and the Diploma Examinations for 2003. This year saw a record number of Diploma graduates, with just over 300 students world-wide passing all sections of the examination. With 23 examination centres in 13 different countries on 3 continents, the WSET® Diploma is now truly an international qualification and, for the first time ever, the number of candidates who passed the examinations overseas has exceeded the number of those graduating the United Kingdom. 

Commenting on the Awards, Ian Harris said “I would like to thank Charles Metcalfe for agreeing to co-host the event with me this year. It is a great accolade for WSET® to have personalities such as Charles and Jancis (last year’s presenter) associated with the Trust. I also congratulate the students who I met on Monday night, and who have performed so well in their examinations. The wine and spirit industry can look forward to an excellent calibre of student moving quickly along the career path. My thanks also to the sponsors of the various awards, and also to Waitrose, Kumala (Western Wines) and Viña Carmen (Stevens Garnier) for supplying such excellent wines to help the evening flow.”
After presenting the awards, Charles Metcalfe commented "As someone who has managed to survive on the fringe of the wine industry without a single qualification, I am a great admirer of the WSET®. I'd encourage anyone new to the industry to follow their courses. Last year we welcomed a large number of the Diploma students to the International Wine Challenge as associate judges, and were impressed with their tasting knowledge. The up-to-date training they receive, and the practice they get tasting wines for their examinations, using the WSET® Systematic Approach to Tasting, make them far more useful to us as tasters. It is an honour to have taken part in this evening's event, in the Trust's most momentous year so far, with all the changes and additions to the qualifications that have happened. I wish Ian and all the staff at the Trust my congratulations and best wishes for the future."

The award for the top Diploma graduate this year is Sarah Ahmed. In 2001 Sarah won the Vintners’ Scholarship for her Advanced (Higher) Certificate achievements which took her to Chile for 2 weeks. Sarah joined the wine industry at the end of 2000, she was previously a lawyer. Apart from working for Oddbins as Fine Wine Manager at the Farringdon Street Branch, Sarah organises and runs wine tasting events on a freelance basis with her company The Wine Detective. After receiving her award Sarah said “I’ve loved every minute of working in the wine trade, it’s a very generous industry and I feel I’ve benefited enormously from the opportunities I’ve had to explore the world of wine. What I enjoy the most about the job is sharing my passion and ever developing expertise with others. I was utterly seduced by wine 5 years ago as a lawyer, being awarded the Cup is the icing on the cake!”

A large majority of past winners have continued on to become Masters of Wine, and all at the WSET® wish Sarah well with her career.
Over 11,000 people took WSET® qualifications last year in 24 countries and 4 languages. The WSET® aim to provide world-class qualifications and informative, entertaining courses for the trade and the consumer in the UK and throughout the world.

....(ends)

For further information contact: 

Erica Dent





T
020 7246 1504





F
020 7329 8712









E
edent@wset.co.uk



--








WSET and the Ariadne logo are registered trademarks

Registered Charity No. 313766

Registered Office:  Five Kings House

1 Queen Street Place London EC4R 1QS

Registered in England & Wales No. 964179

VAT Reg No. 245 5591 46

