[image: image1.png]




PRESS RELEASE

27th November 2003

WSET® New Spirits qualification successfully piloted

_______________________________________________________________________
Two days of training and the Wine & Spirit Education Trust now has its first tutors ready to run the latest addition to its growing list of qualifications, the Level 2 Professional Certificate in Spirits. The course was run as a dual purpose ‘pilot of the course’, whilst at the same time training educators to deliver the course.

The development of the qualification has been supported financially by six of the WSET®'s Corporate Patrons; Allied Distillers, Bacardi-Martini, Brown-Forman, Chivas Brothers, Diageo and The Worshipful Company of Distillers. The course was delivered by a combination of WSET® internal lecturers, and two subject experts, author Peter Hallgarten and Mark Ridgwell of Taste and Flavour Limited. 

The WSET® Level 2 Professional Certificate in Spirits aims to provide a comprehensive level of focused product knowledge required to underpin job skills and competencies, for example in bar service, cocktail service and for staff requiring focused product knowledge in retail and wholesaling businesses. Successful candidates will be able to give information on the characteristics of the principal spirits and liqueurs and identify major international brands within each category. They will confidently provide guidance on the use and service of spirits and liqueurs and make informed recommendations to customers when selecting spirits and liqueurs to meet their taste, quality and price requirements. The qualification is in the process of being accredited by the government’s Qualifications Curriculum Authority.

Speaking of the two-day pilot course Ian Harris, Chief Executive of the Wine & Spirit Education Trust said, "I am delighted that our latest development in the drinks industry qualifications arena has been an outstanding success. I would like to thank all of the Corporate Patrons for supporting this project and a particular thanks to The Worshipful Company of Distillers for their support both financially and for their help with designing the format of the qualification. The two-day course was well received by all attendees which included trade journalists, bar managers and WSET® Recommended Tutors, from which I received many complimentary comments. I am also grateful to Peter Hallgarten and Mark Ridgwell for giving their time and energy to this course. With their phenomenal experience in the subject of spirits, we could not have asked for a greater representation to give the course the extra credibility that we know it deserves.”
''Following the two-day course Mark Ridgwell said, "I am very pleased to be involved with the WSET® and this new qualification. Although their other existing qualifications do include spirits and liqueurs, the coverage is very limited and not sufficient for the many thousands employed in today's booming spirits market. So I'm very pleased that they've now developed a course specifically devoted to spirits. Today the range of spirits on many back bars can be as challenging as a wine list and I'm a great advocate of helping bartenders and their suppliers recognise the benefits of knowing more about what's in those many bottles. I and my colleagues in Taste and Flavour have spent many years helping others to appreciate spirits, like wines, as products of nature, full of variety and romance. This new WSET® course can only help by providing the basics for any bartender wanting recognition as a professional and enhancing the reputation of any bar encouraging its team to gain the qualification. Consumer interest and, to a certain extent, knowledge, in wine has increased rapidly, thanks in no small way to the efforts of those selling wines. We need to encourage a similar interest in spirits and I look forward to working with the WSET® to do just that and hope the trade will follow the example of the Trust's Corporate Patrons and give this new Course their full support."

For further details of courses, or a list of WSET® Tutors qualified to teach the course please contact Erica Dent at the Trust (Tel 020 7236 3551) or via email: edent@wset.co.uk          

Over 11,000 people took WSET® qualifications last year in 24 countries and 4 languages. The WSET® aim to provide world-class qualifications and informative, entertaining courses for the trade and the consumer in the UK and throughout the world.
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