WSET Diploma holders entitled to use letters after their name (AIWS)

Students and graduates of the Wine & Spirit Education Trust's (WSET) Level 4 Diploma in Wines and Spirits are now be able to become members of a new professional body, the INSTITUTE OF WINES AND SPIRITS. The membership initiative fulfils the Trust's primary aim, as outlined in the Memorandum and Articles of Association, of "the promotion, provision and development of high quality education and training."

There will be three categories of membership: Student Member (studying towards the Diploma); Associate Member (a Diploma graduate); and Honorary Member. Associate Members will be able to use the post-nominals, AIWS (Associate of the Institute of Wines and Spirits), after their name. 

The membership is web based through the WSET GLOBAL CAMPUS which is the section of the WSET web-site (www.wset.co.uk) supporting the Institute of Wines and Spirits. The many benefits offered to members include: tutor support, via FAQs and individual contact; situations vacant; top-line market data from Canadean's Wine and Spirit Intelligence Service; special membership of just-drinks.com - including market reports at no extra cost; regular bulletins keeping them up-to-date with the world of wines and spirits and developments within WSET. There is also a lifestyle-based benefits package available to both Student and Associate members, offering significant discounts off a range of goods and services - members can even get up to 7% discount off their weekly shopping bill!

Ian Harris, Chief Executive of the WSET commented: 'We have a unique opportunity to create an organisation which adds even more value to the industry we were set up to serve in 1969. By ensuring that people working in the industry, wherever they are in the world, have the latest news, information and education available to them, we will facilitate raising the level of professionalism within the industry.' [image: image1.png]



Since 1969, over 7,000 people have successfully completed the WSET Diploma and almost 100,000 people have studied globally for one or other of the WSET's professional qualifications. The WSET is now running qualifications in 25 countries. 
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For further information contact: 

Ian Harris 020 7246 1506 iharris@wset.co.uk

or Erica Dent 020 7246 1504 edent@wset.co.uk

