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PRESS RELEASE

Direct Wines sign up as a WSET Gold Corporate Patron

WSET now has its latest Gold Corporate Patron, Direct Wines.

Direct Wines are the 18th Patron to join the esteemed list of key players in the industry. Their commitment is particularly timely with the Wine & Spirit Education Trust’s stated objective of moving into the e-learning arena. With 249 centres in 22 countries already running the WSET qualifications and David Wrigley MW now responsible for Overseas Development, the ability for students and tutors to access the syllabus electronically is of utmost importance.

Tony Laithwaite, Chairman of Direct Wines commented: "Although Direct Wines inhabit a remote, rarely-visited sector of the wine trade universe, we were delighted that Ian managed to locate us  with his offer, which we could not refuse. Now we have hundreds of people memorising their grape geography so education is an important  aspect of our business. In the 60's they told me I could join the wine trade because a brain was not that essential - it's all changed now, the brains have taken over !"

Speaking of the latest Corporate Patron to join the WSET, Chief Executive, Ian Harris, said: “We are delighted that a retailer as eminent as Direct Wines have agreed to become the next WSET Gold Patron. There are clearly synergies between WSET and Direct Wines which we look forward to developing.”

Over 11,000 people took WSET qualifications in 2003 around the world in 4 languages. The WSET aim to provide world-class qualifications and informative, entertaining courses for the trade and the consumer in the UK and throughout the world.
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