PRESS RELEASE

Greek WSET students honoured in first graduation ceremony in Athens
The inaugural graduation ceremony for WSET students in Greece was held at the offices of WS Karoulias SA, just outside Athens, on 11 October 2006. The ceremony celebrated students who had completed WSET qualifications with Wine & Spirit Professional Consultants (WSPC). 
WSPC is the first Approved Programme Provider of WSET courses in Greece and students thrive under the dedicated tuition of Greece’s first and only Master of Wine, Konstantinos Lazarakis, and his team, which includes his wife Antonia. Students throughout Greece have achieved considerable success at Foundation, Intermediate, International Higher and Advanced Certificate level, with the top graduates winning scholarships supported and sponsored by the Greek wine and spirit industry.

The ceremony was attended by Ian Harris, WSET Chief Executive, who said: ‘I am very impressed with the organisation, infrastructure and, above all, enthusiasm for WSET shown by Konstantinos and his team at WSPC. In the two years since he became a provider of our qualifications, 460 students have gone through his courses and he has made a great impression on the key players within the Greek wine and spirit industry, which was demonstrated by the number of people—250!—who attended the graduation ceremony.’
WSPC plans to run its first WSET Professional Certificate in Spirits in January, and will be launching the WSET Diploma in August, which will bring the number of countries running the Diploma to 25.
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Left to right: Konstantinos Lazarakis MW, Antonia Lazarakis, Christos Argyrou (Managing Director WS Karoulias SA), Ian Harris.

