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WSET® Level 5 Honours Diploma in Wines and Spirits

THE WSET® Level 5
Honours Diploma in Wines and Spirits

The WSET® Level 5 Honours Diploma
is an individual research project that
enables students to develop skills in
research, evaluation and analysis in
a wine and spirit related subject of
their choice. This qualification is open
to anyone holding the WSET® Level 4
Diploma.

This single unit qualification assesses
the ability of a candidate to develop
and apply knowledge gained at
Level 4 in significantly greater depth
and present information in a format
suitable for managerial-level presen-
tation. Therefore, the submission of
the research project for assessment
will not be allowed until the candidate
has passed the Level 4 Diploma.
Students will be required to demon-
strate the application of business
skills by identifying and solving
problems, developing ideas in the
creation of new/modified products,
services or situations within the
4,000-5,000 word allocation for the
project.

To gain the Level 5 qualification:

A student submitting a research
project will be required to demonstrate
the ability to carry out an in-depth,
extensive study by:

® selecting an appropriate subject
for in-depth, extensive study

® submitting an outline proposal
for review

e carrying out a literature review
of the subject area chosen

® planning and investigation

® presenting information
in a suitable format

® managing own time to
meet objectives.

The development and awarding of
WSET® accredited qualifications is
the sole responsibility of WSET®
Awards, the Awarding Body of The
Wine and Spirit Education Trust.




Examination Regulations

Examination Regulations
1 Eligibility
1.1 United Kingdom

Candidates applying to sit the Honours
Diploma assessment in the United
Kingdom must

1.1.1 hold the WSET® Level 4 Diploma

1.2 International

Candidates applying to sit the Honours
Diploma assessment at an international
APP must

1.2.1 hold the WSET® Level 4 Diploma

in Wines & Spirits, and in Wines & Spirits, and
1.1.2 either have registered as an 1.2.2 either have registered as an
examination candidate, or be examination candidate, or be
re-registering for assessment re-registering for assessment
following a previous attempt (see following a previous attempt (see
Re-sits below). Re-sits below).
International candidates are reminded
that fluency in written English is
required in order to succeed in any
Diploma assessment.

2 Format

The Honours Diploma qualification comprises one mandatory unit. A unit is defined as the smallest part of a
qualification that can be individually assessed and accredited.

2.1 Unit Assessment Format

Element 1

Outline proposal Candidate selects an appropriate subject, which will permit study to a significantly greater depth than that
required for the Level 4 Diploma in Wines & Spirits. The outline submitted must clearly set out the aims and
objectives of the project, list the sources used for information gathering and state how time will be managed
effectively to meet the objective. Progression to Element 2 is not permitted until WSET® Awards have approved

the outline proposal.

Element 2
Project presentation Candidate presents the project in a format appropriate to the task and by the agreed submission date. Once

approval of the outline proposal has been given, no change of project title is permitted.




Examination Regulations continued

3 Timing

The completion of the Honours Diploma
qualification allows for flexibility in the
timing of assessment at the discretion
of the candidate. Candidates must
register with their Approved
Programme Provider as a candidate for
the Honours Diploma qualification.

4 Grades for WSET® Honours
Diploma Units
Actual marks will not be released to

candidates but results will be graded as
follows:

75% Pass with

and over distinction
65% to 74% Pass with merit
55% to 64% Pass

45% to 54% Fail

44% and below  Fail unclassified

A record of achievement will be issued
for Projects, which meet the pass
criteria stipulated above. Results and
Certificates for successful candidates
will be issued to APPs within 12 weeks
from receipt of completed scripts.

5 Submission of Qutline Proposal
and Project

5.1 Submission of the Outline Proposal
must be made to the Approved
Programme Provider on the Outline
Proposal Form supplied for this
purpose.

5.2 Candidates wishing to change the
title of their project following
approval of the Outline Proposal by
WSET® Awards must re-register for
assessment, pay the appropriate
assessment fee and re-submit a
new Outline Proposal for approval.
In such circumstances, candidates
must contact their APP to register
the cancellation of the previous
Proposal in order to avoid the
awarding of a fail grade for non-
submission, (see 5.6 below).

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

Candidates who fail to receive
approval for their Outline Proposal
after the third submission, will
receive a grade no higher than
Pass for their Project.

Submission of the completed
Project must be made to the
Approved Programme Provider on
or before the date proposed by the
candidate and agreed by WSET®
Awards.

The submission date for the
completed Project must be no later
than one calendar year from the
date of submission of the Outline
Proposal.

Candidates failing to submit the
project by the agreed submission
date will be graded fail and are
subject to the restrictions outlined
in 6.2 and 6.3 below.

Candidates submitting a Project
with a different title to that
approved in the Outline Proposal,
will be graded fail and are subject
to the restrictions outlined in 6.2
and 6.3 below.

Candidates classified Fail for their
project may apply to re-submit a
new Outline Proposal and pay the
re-sit examination fee. They are
also subject to the restrictions
outlined in 6.2 and 6.3 below.

It is strongly recommended that
candidates read the Honours
Diploma Candidate Assignment
Brief and the Diploma Candidate
Assessment Guide for the detailed
requirements for this assessment.




Examination Regulations continued

6 Requirements for Pass,
Pass with Merit or
Pass with Distinction

6.1 Pass

6.1.1 To gain the WSET® Level 5
Honours Diploma in Wines &
Spirits, a minimum mark of 55%
is required.

6.1.2 All candidates will receive a
results letter on completion of
grading of the assessment. For
successful candidates, this will
be a record of achievement.

6.2 Pass with Merit

An Honours Diploma with Merit will be
awarded to candidates who achieve a
mark of between 65% and 74% with
no previous fail grade for prior submis-
sions.

6.3 Pass with Distinction

An Honours Diploma with Distinction
will be awarded to candidates who
achieve a mark of 75% or above, with
no previous fail grade for prior
submissions.

7 Re-sits

7.1 Candidates may apply to re-
register for assessment following
a previous failed attempt. There is
no limit on the number of attempts
that may be made.

7.2 Candidates re-registering for
assessment will be ineligible for
any grade in excess of pass for
the Honours Diploma.

7.3 Candidates applying to re-sit
must select a topic for their
Outline Proposal that does not
overlap with any previous
attempt.

8 Examination Conduct

It is a condition of entry that candidates
agree to abide by the “Rules for
Candidates” currently in force. These
are available from your APP. Failure to
abide by the Rules may render a
candidate’s results invalid.

9 Applications

9.1 Candidates must register with
their APP for assessment.

9.2 Candidates may not submit their
Project until after they have
obtained approval for the Outline
Proposal from WSET® Awards.

9.3 Candidates must submit their
project to their APP for assess-
ment by the date agreed with
WSET® Awards.

9.4 No deferment of assessment is
permitted beyond the agreed
deadlines.

10 Examination Enquiries

Any queries concerning the results of
the Honours Diploma Assessment
must be put in writing to the
Administrations Manager at WSET®
Awards within ONE CALENDAR
MONTH of the release of results.

Where appropriate, documentation for
the formal feedback, enquiry and
appeals process will be forwarded.

11 WSET® Awards Regulations

WSET® Awards reserves the right to
add to, or alter, any of these regula-
tions, as it thinks fit.




Level 5 Honours Diploma Individual Research Project

Unit Elements:

1.

Propose Project Outline

2. Present Project

Learning Outcomes

Demonstrate the ability to carry out an in-depth, extensive study by:

1.

Selecting an appropriate subject for in-depth, extensive study within
the given criteria.

Submitting an outline proposal for review.
Carrying out a literature review of the subject area chosen.
Planning and performing an investigation.

Presenting information in a suitable format and where appropriate using
a variety of media.

Managing own time to meet objectives.

Presenting required information in a suitable format.

Assessment

1.

One project of between 4,000 and 5,000 words.




Individual Research Project continued

General
Information

This unit is designed to allow the candidate to pursue a topic of particular interest relevant to their
career or area of subject expertise.

The Honours Diploma will require the candidate to show a greater depth of knowledge than that
required for the WSET® Level 4 Diploma. Therefore the submission of the proposal for assessment
will not be allowed until the candidate has passed the WSET® Level 4 Diploma.

ELEMENT ONE - PROPOSE PROJECT OUTLINE

Selection of
Subject

Select an appropriate subject which will permit the study to a significantly greater depth than
that required for any other unit in the Diploma qualification
Selected subject meets all the criteria of the project brief

Project Outline

The outline submitted must : clearly set out the aims and objectives of the project, list the
sources used for information gathering, state how time will be managed effectively to meet
objectives

Meet Deadlines

Deadlines for the submission of project are met

ELEMENT TWO - PRESENT PROJECT

Presentation The report is presented in a format appropriate to the task
The use of illustrative media is appropriate to the task
Content The project content has : an appropriate structure, accurate content demonstrating research

has been carried out to the required level, balance of narrative argument, critical evaluation
and analysis, clarity of expression and use of English

Business Skills

Project demonstrates the candidate’s application of business skills by : identifying and solving
problems, developing a variety of ideas in the creation of new/modified products, services
or situations

Meet Deadlines

Deadlines for the submission of project are met




Individual Research Project - Guidance

Candidate Guidance

You may not attempt to start your
project until you have submitted a
project outline and had the outline
approved by WSET® Awards. Project
outlines should be submitted through
the APP at which you are registered for
the Honours Diploma. WSET® Awards
will not accept outlines submitted
directly to them by candidates.

Selecting a Project Title

You will select your project title.

Your project must be no less than 4,000
words and no more than 5,000. The
rules regarding word count are the same
as for course work assignments for the
Level 4 Diploma.

The Individual Research Project
roughly equates to a “mini-dissertation”,
a structured argument reporting on a
small research project. Selecting a
subject on which to focus your project
is not always easy. As with any piece
of research work, you are choosing to
research something without knowing
what the outcome of your research will
be, or how wide a scope it may cover.
There are some general rules, which, if
you follow them, will help you to select
your specific topic:

® Choose something manageable -
nothing too large scale or excessively
time consuming. You must ask
yourself if you can complete the
project within the number of words
allowed and the time you have
available.

® Choose something in which you are
interested. This will help motivate you
and give you an incentive to study.
This is your opportunity to specialise
and play to your strengths.

® Choose a topic that could enhance
your career prospects. You may
wish to undertake a work based
project with the support of your
employer, which would result in
you making recommendations to
improve services or products.

® Choose something which doesn’t
overlap too much with other course
work assignments you have submit-
ted for the Level 4 Diploma Unit 1.
For example, if you have already
handed in an assignment on the
problems facing the South of
France, do not choose the same
subject for your project, the examiner
will reject this at the project outline
stage.

® Choose a topic that allows you
to study to a significantly greater
depth than that required for any
other unit of the Level 4 Diploma
qualification.

® Choose a topic that allows
discussion, it will not be enough for
you to write, for example, every-
thing you know about a particular
region, you must include analysis
and structured argument in your
project. Therefore your topic must
allow you to identify and solve
problems, develop ideas, make
recommendations on the creation
of new/modified products, services
or situations.




Individual Research Project - Guidance continued

Planning your Work

Once you have selected your topic
you will not only need to plan the
content and structure of your piece
of work, but also the time in which
you have to complete it.

Planning the content of a project is
not always easy at first, you are
often unsure of what your research
will reveal. However, if you have
done some basic research into your
subject area before deciding on a
topic, you should have a fairly good
idea of what your project will need
to cover.

The submission of a project outline
for approval will focus your attention
on what you will need to do by
setting out your aims and objectives
and allocating time to meet those
objectives.

Your project outline will include:

® Your project title.

® A clear statement of your project
aims (what you are going to
achieve) and objectives (how
you are going to achieve it).

® A list of sources to be used for
information gathering; you will
not be limited to this list, but
it should show a diversity of
information sources.

® A timetable to show how you
are going to manage time and
the predicted submission date.
Remember to be realistic about
time scales; allow yourself plenty
of time in which to complete
tasks. If your timetable doesn’t
go to plan, simply reorganise it.

The examiner will review your plan
to ensure:

® The project title is appropriate
and meets the criteria set out in
the Specification.

® That your reference materials are
adequate for the task and go
beyond the required reading for
the Diploma qualification.

® Your timetable is achievable.

The examiner will either approve
your outline proposal or return it to
you with action requirements. You
will be allowed to re-submit your
outline or submit a new proposal.
However, candidates who fail to
receive approval after their third
outline proposal submission will
receive a grade no higher than a
Pass for their project.

Getting Started

Now you have had your plan
approved, it is time to get started.
How you go about this will depend
very much on your project topic.
A good way to begin, however, is
to do some good background
research into your subject area.
This will give ideas and resources
for future work, and get you
immersed in the subject. Use as
many different types of source as
possible; TV, radio, newspapers,
journals, CD-ROM, the Internet,
interviews, government publica-
tions - whatever you find to be
relevant and of use.

® Always keep your eyes open for
material.

® Whenever you read something
or take notes on a source,
always take down full biblio-
graphic details. This will save
you time later when compiling
your references and bibliogra-
phy. Using an index card system
is useful for this.

® Focus your reading once you
have a general background
picture of the subject - make
sure everything you read is for
a purpose, not just for the sake
of ‘doing something’.

® Start writing up as soon as
possible. There is no rule which
says you must first do all your
research, then spend three
weeks writing it up. Writing as
you research gives a sense of
achievement, and can help
avoid any last minute panics.




Individual Research Project - Guidance continued

Project Structure

The following checklist may be
useful when trying to put your
project together.

Introduction

® A clear statement of your
subject.

® An explanation of why the
research is worthwhile.

® An outline of methods used.

® An indication of the limitations
of the project.

® A summary of the chapters/
sections to follow.

Main Body of Text

The following could apply if you

use chapters or sections:

® Each one should answer a
major question.

® Each one should contain lots
of answers to smaller ques-
tions.

® Use sub-headings to guide
the reader.

® Develop points carefully,
step by step.

® Each one should make sense
if it were to read on its own.

® Give each one an introduction
and conclusion as well.
Conclusion

® Discussion of extent to which
you have achieved your aims.

® Summary of questions that
remain unresolved.

® Recommendations.

Acknowledgments
(not included in word count)

® A paragraph or two thanking
those who helped.

Appendices
(not included in word count)

® Are designed to let you include
material which could not be fitted
easily into any chapter/ section.

® Important material referred to in
more than one chapter, should
go in as an appendix.

® You may wish to add large
documents or illustrative
materials, such as photographs,
to support your written work as
an appendix.

® However, appendices should not
be used as a means of extending
the maximum word count.

Bibliography

(not included in word count)

® Set out all sources used -
printed or otherwise.

® Everything referred to in the text
must be cited in the bibliography.

® Use the referencing system set
out in the assignment section
of the Level 4 Diploma Guide.

You will submit your completed
project to your Approved Programme
Provider on the date predicted in
the approved project outline. In
extenuating circumstances you may
request to alter your submission
date. In which case you should
request an extension form from your
Approved Programme Provider no
less than two weeks prior to the
agreed date. The extension form
will be necessary for WSET® Awards
to approve the extension and to
re-allocate an examiner with the
appropriate specialist knowledge to
mark you project.

Good Luck!!

Plagiarism, Collusion
and Cheating on Assessment

Don’t! If you attempt to gain
a grade by fraudulent means,
you can be severely punished
by WSET® Awards.

Copying material from a
textbook, article, electronic
file, the Internet, or another
student, even if you para-
phrase, may be considered
plagiarism. Plagiarism is
claiming another person’s
thoughts; writing, inventions,
etc as your own.

Quoting directly without
quotation marks is plagiarism.

Copying the work of a fellow
student is treated very
seriously, as it is unlikely to
happen inadvertently. Don’t
lend your notes, computer
disks or assignments to
other people if you suspect
they may copy them. You
may find it difficult to prove
that you were the originator
of the work.

If the assignment is an
individual piece of work
make sure that it is your
own work and not that of a
group. Presenting a piece of
work as yours when it is, in
fact, the work of a group is
collusion and is a form of
fraud.

Penalties for plagiarism
include being marked failed
on the assessment. This
penalty may also have to be
applied to the original as well
as the copied piece of work
if it cannot be established
which was the copy and
which the original.
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WSET® Contacts
Wine & Spirit Education Trust

International Wine & Spirit Centre + 39-45 Bermondsey Street * London « SE1 3XF « England

To obtain a list of Approved Programme
Providers (APPs) closest to you, where
you can study or sit an examination,
please see the WSET® website:
www.wsetglobal.com

To order Study Materials, Gift Vouchers
or Books, please see the WSET®
website: www.wsetglobal.com

or contact Sales

Tel:  +44 (0)20 7089 3842

Fax: +44 (0)20 7089 3847

email: sales@wset.co.uk

To obtain the APP Registration Pack,
a copy of our Equal Opportunity
Policy and our Customer Service
Statement

Contact John Townley

Tel: +44 (0)20 7089 3843

email: jtownley@wset.co.uk

To find out more about the
UK Scholarship Scheme
Contact June Grant

email: jgrant@wset.co.uk

For any other enquiries
Contact WSET® Awards

Tel: +44 (0)20 7089 3840
Fax: +44 (0)20 7089 3846
email:awards@wset.co.uk
website: www.wsetglobal.com

WSET® gratefully acknowledges the support of the following CORPORATE PATRONS in helping to promote excellence
in wine and spirit product training and qualifications:
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