The philosophy shared by the Independent Winegrowers Association (IWA) of Portugal
The IWA comprises six members:

· Casa de Cello, Vinho Verde/Dão region

· Alves de Sousa, Douro region

· Luis Pato, Bairrada region

· Quinta do Ameal, Vinho Verde region

· Quinta de Covela, Entre Douro e Minho region

· Quinta dos Roques, Dão region

Firstly, a little background about the above producers.  Having been in the wine business for generations through their family business, these 6 producers came together in 2003 to work towards the same goals, by forming the IWA.  Although each remains as a distinct producer, making and selling their own wines and looking after their own interests, they share many of the same aims and passions and have a similar philosophy. Their work as a group not only helps themselves but also strengthens the Portuguese wine industry in general and helps to revamp its image.  They have been described by Robin Garr for the Wine Lovers webpage as “a band of small producers scattered across the north of Portugal, representing some of the country's best estate-grown, estate-produced wines” (December 2005).
Each one of these group members produces their own distinct wines (producing over 50 different styles between them), but they came together because they each share a similar philosophy and background with regard to how they run their businesses.
I was lucky enough to spend the best part of five days with these producers, spending my time with each of them separately, including visiting their properties and their vineyards, located in the most amazingly diverse regions, considering they were each no further than 2 hours away from each other.  I had the chance to drive around the steepest, most beautiful, boulder rich soils of the Douro Valley where Alves de Sousa vines are grown, preceded by a walk round clay rich, gently sloped vineyards at Quinta de Covela in Entre Douro e Minho just 20 minutes drive away.  The Vinho Verde region of Casa de Cello was completely different again.
Apart from visiting the vineyards and trying the best part of 50 distinct styles of wines produced at these six wineries, I also had the chance to talk to and question each producer quite comprehensively, hopefully picking up a lot on the way.  Although each of these men are very different characters, some strong similarities in their attitude to their wines, to Portugal and to a philosophy of life really came through.  Each patriotic and fiercely proud of their Portuguese roots, they are also realistic about the consumer attitude and often ignorance of Portuguese wines across the world and are positively realistic and visionary about the future.  They each put their emphasis on raising and harvesting good quality grapes as the most important aspect of good winemaking, consequently all vines are treated with the utmost respect and care, with as little interference as possible.  Each member places value on and uses indigenous grape varieties, often very specific to their particular region and little known elsewhere such as Baga and Encruzado.  It is only their consistent emphasis on quality that allows these grapes to produce such interesting wines in their hands.  And each is very willing to experiment and will let the land dictate to them which grape varieties should be planted, rather than the other way around. I will now elaborate on some of these points by discussing some of these main factors that bring this group together in a common, over-riding philosophy.

Each of these above six wineries is family owned and run. All the grapes used for their wines come from their own vineyards which they deem to be the most important aspect of the whole wine producing process – from healthy vineyards and grapes, are borne high quality wines. Each producer has very high standards of quality, great environmental awareness and a completely vertical production chain. None of these producers deal in bulk, all exporting to a small number of markets across the world (including UK, Canada and Sweden) and concentrating to a large degree on the on-trade and independent retail outlets.
Each producer prizes the diversity of Portugal’s regions and grape varieties and does not try to manipulate either of these attributes, instead they work with what they have been given, planting varieties of grapes that best suit the nature of the terroir that they have and allowing the grape varieties to express themselves in their purest form, with little meddling in the vineyard or the winery, using fairly simple methods and materials to bring the best out in the finished product.  
They are each ambassadors for some of Portugal’s least known and least appreciated grape varieties in their own ways, for example Luis Pato works largely with the very deep and tannic Baga grape variety, which can age so beautifully when properly grown and vinified.  Quinta dos Roques produces wonderful Encruzado single varietal wines, this variety is not usually noted for producing high quality white wines but this producer proves that with the right vineyards and production methods it is capable of producing a concentrated and elegant wine.  Quinta do Ameal champions the Loureiro grape variety and proves that this can age well if carefully produced.

Each producer is thoroughly Portuguese and proud of what their beautiful and diverse land can produce.  The wines that they export are in some ways a celebration of what this beautiful country is capable of and an awakening to those consumers and wine critics alike who have not yet had the opportunity to taste what the best of this country can produce.
As champions of Portuguese wine producing and business men alike they are each very keen to share with the world their wines and the produce of their country.  For this reason they share a platform to raise awareness and raise the profile of their work as a group and their individual wines, with the basis that through combining their networks of business relationships, through cooperation and dynamic interaction, this will promote their work as a high-quality group of independent wine-producers.
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