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PRESS RELEASE


WSET host the opening of their new home, the International Wine & Spirit Centre 

Jancis Robinson OBE MW, herself a past WSET student, officially opened the International Wine & Spirit Centre, the new home of the Wine & Spirit Education Trust, on 29th September 2005.

Many famous names in the wine and spirit industry attended the event, which was supported by three of the WSET’s Corporate Patrons, Constellation Europe, Diageo and Riedel Glass, with additional contributions from Chapel Down, Three Choirs and Abbey Well. 

Having outgrown its previous residence near Vintners Hall, the new building, in the up-and-coming area of Bermondsey Street, has six floors. These house not only the offices for all the London WSET staff, but also other tenants including the Wine and Spirit Trade Association, the Wine and Spirit Trades’ Benevolent Society, Eviva Communications and (as announced on Thursday) Wine Intelligence Ltd, who will join the growing industry-related community in January.

There are also three lecture rooms, a library and resource centre, and a variety of meeting rooms, which are available for hire when not in use for WSET courses.

Before unveiling the plaque commemorating the event, Jancis made an opening speech, including showing the trophy she won as top Diploma student in 1978. She commented: "I congratulate the WSET on creating a real wine and spirit community within its new building - they have made tremendous progress since I did my exams nearly 30 years ago, and have made the WSET Diploma a gold standard in wine education around the globe"

Ian Harris, Chief Executive of the WSET, introduced the formal proceedings by thanking the WSET staff and the Trustees who had helped to turn the dream into reality, paying particular tribute to the contribution of Angela Fordham, the Trust’s Finance Director. “It was Angela who first came up with the idea of buying a freehold property, which would ensure the long term security of the Trust.” He added: “Over the 36 year history of the Trust the hundreds of thousands of students that have passed through our doors have helped to build the WSET into the benchmark for education and qualifications, and I thank them, plus our growing number of tutors and Program Providers, for giving us a world-wide recognition for educational excellence. I am very proud that we have a home that will provide the spring-board for future growth, and that we can now welcome even more students, expanding knowledge to those in the trade and also to the interested consumer.”

WSET was founded in 1969 by the Worshipful Company of Distillers, the Vintners’ Company, the Institute of Masters of Wine and the Wine and Spirit Association of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Over 15,500 candidates, in 28 countries and 7 languages, sat WSET’s examinations in the academic year 2004/5. The WSET aims to provide world-class qualifications and informative, entertaining courses for the trade and the consumer in the UK and throughout the world.
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