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PRESS RELEASE

WINE & SPIRIT EDUCATION TRUST INTRODUCES BUSINESS-RELATED SEMINARS FOR DIPLOMA GRADUATES AND CURRENT STUDENTS
In a further initiative to ensure that WSET gives its students a business and commercial focus, the Wine & Spirit Education Trust is launching a series of business-related seminars at the International Wine & Spirit Centre, its premises in Bermondsey St. These will be run in conjunction with Match Consultants – one of the new WSET Corporate Patrons announced by Ian Harris at the recent WSET Awards of Excellence – with the first Business Seminar taking place on Monday 23 April.

Members of the Institute of Wines & Spirits (WSET’s membership body for Diploma graduates) will be invited, along with current Diploma students, to attend this first seminar, entitled ’Wine: A Category in a Crisis?’, which will be delivered by Mike Paul, a Director of Match Consultants. The seminar will address current commercial issues, as well as drawing on case studies reflecting real-life business issues facing the industry, and will be the first of a six-monthly series of seminars. Future presenters already lined up include Angela Mount, who will give a retail business perspective, and David Cox, who will demonstrate the part social responsibility can play in a wine and spirit company’s business strategy.
Commenting on this initiative, Ian Harris, Chief Executive of WSET said: “We are delighted to be joining forces with Mike Paul and Match Consultants to launch this initiative as Mike has an unparalleled experience of the wine industry. Since 2003, WSET has introduced more of a commercial focus to its courses and qualifications, and this is an opportunity for our graduates and students to interact with an iconic industry expert in a seminar forum, which will help them to understand the issues facing their own companies.”  
In addition to the Business Seminars, Match will be providing a careers advisory service to students attending courses at the WSET’s London School. These will start from the new academic year in August 2007, and will be held fortnightly, on a surgery basis in the Resource Centre at the International Wine & Spirit Centre. Commenting on this part of the initiative, Christian Hughes, Managing Director of Match Consultants said:  “Getting the right advice is essential to maximising your career in the competitive drinks industry market. The Match team of experienced consultants – all of whom have had previous careers in the drinks industry – are delighted to be able to offer WSET students the chance talk with us about their career plans. We are equally pleased that we are able to run the business briefings in conjunction with the WSET and we look forward to a long and successful partnership.”
….ends
WSET has been creating the trade professional for over 36 years is approved by the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority and is the largest global provider of education in wines and spirits. In academic year 2005/2006 over 17,000 candidates in 38 countries and eight languages sat a WSET examination. Find out more about WSET at www.wset.co.uk.
Match Consultants is an executive search and HR consultancy based in central London. It brings a scientific, evidence-based approach to recruitment and training in the wine industry.

Its board includes Mike Paul, former managing director of Western Wines, and Graham Hughes, a respected business consultant and HR expert. Find out more at www.matchconsultants.com or speak to Jack Hibberd on 0203 043 4050
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