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  A message to the class of 2022/23

Welcome  
new alumni

Dear WSET graduate,

Many congratulations on achieving your WSET Level 4 Diploma in Wines or Level 4 Diploma in Wines and Spirits! It is with great 
pleasure that we welcome you to WSET’s alumni community. You are now a member of a prestigious group of over 13,000 
diploma graduates from across the globe. Your journey with WSET continues long after graduation. As a member of the alumni 
community, you will have exclusive access to special offers and discounts, virtual and in-person events, volunteer opportunities 
and much more. Here are the ways in which you can stay connected with WSET and your fellow alumni:

•  �Global Campus: after graduation your login to Global Campus will remain valid but you will now be able to access a range 
of resources by clicking on the Alumni tiles. 

•  �Newsletter: after you graduate you will automatically receive regular alumni updates.

•  �Events: keep up-to-date with upcoming events by visiting the wsetglobal.com events page.

•  �Update us and keep in touch: Make sure we have your most up-to-date information so we can keep in touch and support 
your future journey in the world of drinks – whether personal or professional.

Contact us at alumni@wsetglobal.com with any questions. We’d love to hear about your WSET journey – sharing your 
experience plays an important part in supporting future students!

Once again, our sincere congratulations and best wishes for the future.

Ami Wilkinson
Head of Events and Partnerships

 
Join our WSET Diploma graduate 
groups and use #WSETalumni to 

share your news and achievements.

  Facebook	 Linkedin

https://www.wsetglobal.com/global-campus/
https://www.wsetglobal.com/news-events/events/
mailto:alumni%40wsetglobal.com?subject=Questions
https://www.facebook.com/groups/WSETAlumni/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/2790962/
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Huge congratulations to our graduates from the 
class of 2022/23! I’m delighted to welcome you 
to this year’s WSET Graduation - a celebration of 
the outstanding achievements of students from 
around the world who have successfully 
achieved their WSET Level 4 Diploma in Wines 
or Level 4 Diploma in Wines and Spirits. 

This year we welcome graduates from 20 countries. You are 

now part of our growing alumni community and have the 

opportunity to connect with more than 13,000 graduates 

across the world. This community will shape the future of our 

industry and inspire the next generation of students.  

WSET sits at the heart of the global drinks industry, and we are 

committed to using our influence to create positive impact. This 

includes developing initiatives with our partners to make drinks 

education accessible and affordable, helping to create a more 

diverse, inclusive and sustainable global drinks industry.   

We look forward to keeping in touch with you after 

graduation. There are many different ways you can stay 

connected with WSET wherever you are, through webinars, 

speed networking or in-person events. You may also be 

interested to know that we have just launched our Level 1 

and Level 2 Awards in Beer and our Level 2 Award in Sake. 

Finally, I would like to thank our sponsors and partners for all 

their support in helping us to creative positive change, 

fulfilling our purpose of ‘empowering people through 

inspiring learning experiences all over the world’. 

Best wishes

Michelle Brampton 
 

Welcome from  
Michelle Brampton, CEO, WSET

Special thanks to our drinks sponsors



5

Dr Laura Catena is WSET’s Honorary President, 
a role we announced at our graduation 
ceremony last year. A former physician of 
Emergency Medicine for over 25 years in San 
Francisco and a fourth-generation Argentinian 
vintner, Laura is Managing Director of Catena 
Zapata, one of the oldest family wineries in 
Argentina, awarded ‘World’s Best Vineyard’  
in 2023.  

Laura has been called “the face of Argentine wine” for her 

active role in studying and promoting the Mendoza wine 

region and Argentine Malbec. In 1995, she founded the 

Catena Institute of Wine, dedicated to preserving Malbec via 

industry-leading research and academic study.  

Dr Catena has authored three books about wine: Vino 

Argentino, Gold in the Vineyards, and Malbec Mon Amour. 

She received the Meininger Outstanding Achievement Award 

2023 and was named Old Vine Hero 2023 by the Old Vine 

Conference, as well as Drinks Business Woman of the Year 

2022. An Executive Leadership Board Member at the 

University of California, Davis Department of Viticulture and 

Enology, she is also a board member of the Fulbright 

Commission in Argentina.

WSET’s Honorary President, 
Dr Laura Catena

Special thanks to our alumni gift bag sponsors 
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The WSET Partnerships programme provides a compelling opportunity for businesses to support 
the work of the drinks industry’s largest education provider to improve access to drinks education 
for individuals globally.

We are passionate about creating a diverse and inclusive global drinks industry, and with the support of our 49 partners we 

are working to create positive social impact through purposeful projects. By partnering with WSET, you are helping us to 

improve access to drinks education for individuals and communities facing challenges and hardship. As a WSET Partner you 

can help your own organisation to meet its goals, support staff, build customer trust and reach new audiences.

Contact our Partnerships team at partnerships@wsetglobal.com to find out more.

IMPACT
Make a demonstrable impact on the lives 

of people around the world whilst 
supporting your organisation’s CSR goals.  

BENEFITS
Our partners receive a range of  

discounts, recognition and brand  
collaboration opportunities. 

WHY SUPPORT WSET?

OPPORTUNITIES
Help us to make drinks education  
globally accessible and affordable.

HOW YOUR SUPPORT HELPS US MAKE A DIFFERENCE

SOCIAL IMPACT 
PROJECTS

WSET-led activity in the UK, EMEA, 
Americas and APAC.

REGIONAL 
COLLABORATIONS

Working with charities and organisations  
to support local communities.

STUDENT  
BURSARIES

Supporting individuals facing  
financial hardship.

 
Partnerships

WSET students at the Pinotage Youth Development Academy (PYDA), based in Stellenbosch, South Africa’s Western Cape.

mailto:?subject=WSET%20Partnerships
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Our Partners WSET would like to thank all partners 

for their ongoing support.

  Gold Partners

Silver Partners

Bronze Partners



8

American Wine School
Chicago, USA

Todd Behrend

Heather Durham

William Eastin

Christel Gaillard

Erika Godsey

Robert Guenther

David Kusz

Guilherme Laux

Steven Miller

John Obrist

Denise Pond

Sherry Seston

Cedar Stoltenow

David Welsh

ASC Fine Wines
Shanghai, China

Jie Liu

Hu Meng

Yawei Shen

Yanwen Wang

Ying Xiang

Liyao Xiao

AWSEC Hong Kong
Hong Kong SAR, China

Wei An

Riccardo Bernasconi

YingJi Cai

Haowei Cao

Long Hin Chan

Biao Chen

Jian Chen

Ka Hei Gabriel Cheng

Yingtsz Chu

Junyi Ding

Roger Dong

Walter Giomi

Brett Goss

Samuel Gratadou

Qian Gui

Man Cheng Ho

Peihong Huang

Yvette Hung

Sung Chan Ko

Jianbo Kuang

Wing Cheong Daniel Kwok

Ambrose Lau

Aubrey Lau

Yan Le

Wenjing Liu

Mei Sze Lui

Siyuan Ma

Yiu Keung Man

Lisa Ritter

Hugo Seilly

Rakesh Shetty

Kiki Sontiyart

Cheuk Yiu Sze

Tsz Ming Tam

Arunkumar Tamilselvan

June Tian

Yuk Ying Tong

Chong Wang

Jiyu Wang

Nicholas Willcock

Zhen Yan

Yan Ling Yao

Man Tim Yeung

Pak Ho Andrew Yung

Xiao Lian Zhang

Yang Zhao

Capital Wine  
School LLC
Washington DC, USA

Jennifer Anderson

Mercedes Cowper

Tudor Francu

Judy Frels

Heather Hudak

Alexandra Jaenicke

Jeremy Jones

Rigel Kaufman

Antoinette Landragin

Matthew Lorman

Jaime Miller

Jeremy Myers

Lisa Papale

Christen Raanes

Ronald Scalise

Namir Shah

Benjamin Taylor

Andrew Woodland

Kathleen Young

Shawn Zylberberg

Caplan Wine Academy
Tokyo, Japan

Christopher Chevillard

Ryotaro Fujii

Hiroki Fujimori

Yumi Furukawa

Alex Harrison

Tomoyuki Hashimoto

Yoshiaki Ikehata

Hideaki Imaeda

Hijiri Inose

Takashi Kojima

Mayuko Kuramitsu

Eriko Miura

Mari Miyazaki

Hiromi Ohno

Takehiro Oide

Masaki Okada

Mikako Sasaki

Teppei Sasaki

Fumie Tsuchihashi

Setsuko Tsuiji

Risa Tsujii

Asami Yoshikawa

Commonwealth Wine 
School
Boston, USA

Anne Arnold

Dori Baker

Leah Beauchamp

Erika de Papp

Lyn Farmer

Justin Hawthorne

Taline Inguilizian

Irene Lozach

Gilman Mucaj

Audra Prout

Michael Rodden

William Sofis

Culinary Academy  
of Norway
Oslo, Norway

Atle Borgersen Waaler

Tina Engelstad

Lena Engtrǿ

Kristian Georg Klem

Ingrid Prøsch

Oivind Rue

Torstein Sorteberg

Dragon Phoenix
Beijing, China

HongFei Duan

Yi Guo

Ying Hu

Yuting Hu

Haidan Huang

Hao Li

Ruyi Li

Yunwei Ma

Kit On

Shan Pei

Anastasiia Poliakova

Qiong Sha

Baogui Weng

Dan Xie

Dongyuan Xu

Qian Yu

Xuewei Yu

Dehao Zeng

Kan Zeng

Meng Zhang

Wei Zhang

Zheshi Zheng

Xiaoyu Zhou

Yannan Zhou

Hao Zou

Jing Zou

Huizi Zuo

Enjoy Discovering Wine
Southampton, UK

Lawrence Bland

Sarah Brown

Kathy Byrne

Rebecca Fahy

Giovanni Longo

Gisela Lopez Schneider

Jennifer Middlehurst

Luca Pizzighella

Annette Street

Jason Tamblin

Simon Thomas

Foppe van der Heide

Jessica van der Schee

Helen Wannell

Diploma 
Graduates

The following students successfully completed the WSET 

Level 4 Diploma in Wines or Level 4 Diploma in Wines and 

Spirits in the 2022/23 academic year. They join the ranks of 

over 13,000 graduates worldwide who can be recognised by 

the post-nominal DipWSET.
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EnoCultura
São Paulo, Brazil

Eduardo Araujo

Celia Regina Corigliano

Gustavo de Abreu

Juts Dias

Marcus Antonio Zanetti Filho

Carlos Eduardo Mazon

Claudia Oliveira

Ligia Peçanha

Vinicius Santiago

Paulo Savioli

Maria Vergara

Esprits-de-Vins
Macon, France

Emmanuel Aupérin

Maxime Balay

Peter Burrows

Romain Cipolla

Agathe de Saint Céran

Roxane Fenal

Teona Floare

Pierre-Marie Giet

Romain Gouvernet

Aida Grigoryeva Dudas

John Leach

Zheyi Mai

Magdalena Modersohn

Pierre-Olivier Pivot

Marina Samoilă

Nathalie Spielmann

Fine Vintage
Vancouver, Canada

Adam Bell

Adam Burlock

Bruce Chretien

Karen Crippen

Shelly Fitzgerald

Michael Gange-Harris

Jessica Grey

Grant Harmsen

Maria Levshina

Esme McLaughlin-Brooks

Irina Shevchenko

Gastronomisches 
Bildungszentrum 
Koblenz e.V.
Koblenz, Germany

Anne Boudon

Matthew Digby

Rebekka Gruber

Haiko Müller

Sebastián Strahlen

Manfred Wildau

Grape Experience
San Francisco, USA

Alyson Badami

Andrea Barczak

Casey Barton

Raka Dutta

Michael Ferrara

Kim Fraundorfer

Amber Frye

Jennifer Gammon

Stella Hernandez

Noel Hibbard

Alex Hughes

Kevin Krause

Kathryn Latour

Michiko Matsuura

Gaurav Nakhare

David Nied

Erin O’Reilly

Sonia Partap

Kimberly Pasquali

Ryan Robinson

María de los Angeles Sánchez Torres

Michael Schubert 

Joseph Shaughnessy

Kathleen Smith

Peter Smolarz

Riley Steinmetz

Robert Walters

Adriana Zazueta Couste

Independent Wine 
Education Guild
Toronto, Canada

Gianluca Alaimo Di Loro

Lidija Biro

Diane Brooks

Sharon Chan

Julius Chapple

Eduardo Contreras Pérez

Myles Cook

Jackie Cooke

Heather Downey

Antoine Fournier

Joshua Kelly

Maxime Leblanc

Martine McLarney Garrish

Robert Miller

Sally Parsons

Christian Perreault Hamel

Kristen Pickett

Mihai Popescu

Camden Riethman

Olivia Siu

Jacques Tittley

Marie-Andrée Zaouter-Gagnon

International Wine 
Center – New York
New York City, USA

Carol Cohen

Chris Masters

Monika Mrakavova

Vivien Naim

Emily Rosenberg

Sara Sparks

Mengyu Sun

Amanda Torcivia

Evan White

Napa Valley Wine 
Academy
Napa, USA

Lisa Andrade 

Stephanie Bouvard Moreton

Kassandra Branson

Marco Buffa

Pamela Campos Ocaña

Randy Chilcote

Cooper Davis

Michele DeWitt

Ronda Murann Fraley

Meredith Griffin

Arjun Kapur

Kaytlyn Kyathfield

Tyler Kyle

Roger Lamontagne

Elizabeth Leon Reyes

Kelsee Luttgens

Peyton Lutz

Enda McDonnell

Shizuko Morishita

Carlos Parrodi

Amanda Plummer

Simone Popov

Pauline Sargetakis

Lee Seeger

Roslyn Seeney

Christopher Sliney

Daniel Snukal

Joseph Stampher

Gabriella Steyl

Laura Tamayo

Matthew Tong

Maxwell Trego

Katherine Wincor

Christian Zak

Neptune School  
of Wine
Costa Mesa, USA

Casleah Herwaldt

Jennifer Jimenez

Brendan Lawson

Catharine Roddy

Alyssa Taylor

Shan Tseng

Che Chun Alex Tsui*

New Zealand School  
of Wines and Spirits
Auckland, New Zealand

Alison Baylis

Thomas Fletcher

Manuel Hornemann

Robert McKinnon

PhillyWine
Philadelphia, USA

Joe Herrig  

Justin Kahhan  

Lisa Kennedy  

Anne Lambert  

Emily Mendyka  

Gabriela Pinto  

Angela Riccetti  

Lisa Rutt  

Madeline Teh  

Gina Terrago

Plumpton College
Plumpton, UK

Lona Jones

Prince Wine Store
Melbourne, Australia

Stephen Collins

Evan Gill

Carlin Jackson

Rhiannon Lahatte

Katrina Lee

Josh Mellsop

Chris Ryan

Graham Sutherland

Penelope Vine

Xin Zhao

Shuo Zheng

Restaurangakademien 
Stockholm, Sweden

Markus Målsäter

Carl Gustav Nygren

Frida Winters

Sydney Wine Academy
Sydney, Australia

Andres Aragon

Rhys Baker

Nicholas Bilinsky

Monique Farrow

Carl Hayes

Harry Huang

Kenji Izukura

Stephen Kushturian

Jonathan Leeming

Alissa Loxton

Jerry Meades

Iain Moss

Guillaume Papillon

Vanessa Simpson

Katarzyna Sobiesiak

Camilla Stening

Christophe Treguenard

Zhitian Wang

Christopher Wilson

Richard Woods

*Graduates with distinction
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TAFESA
Adelaide, Australia

James Hook

Sam Watkins

The International  
Wine Education Centre
Cape Town, South Africa

Graham Cohen

Jeanne-Marie de Villiers

Elizabeth Du Plooy

Amy Grobbelaar

Olive Hamilton-Russell

Inika Minnie

Stefan Reinmuth

Deidre Taylor

The Texas Wine 
School
Houston, USA

Michael Barber

Lindsay Linhart

Sarah Rayford

Weinakademie 
Oesterreich GmbH
Rust, Austria

Diego Berea Cabaleiro

Noé Blöchlinger

Simona Bracci

Christina Butorina

Tsz Kit Chan

Eveline Chartier

Giulio Collovini

Máté Csanaky

Natasja de Leeuw

Ekaterina Degtiareva

Lucie Dermentzoglou

Dino Gastaldello

Paulius Gudinavicius

Polina Gureeva

Frederik Heemskerk

Simon Horvath

Teodoro Iennaco

Michaela Kapičková

Simon Kratzer

Istvan Levai

Isabel M. Lorenz

Julian Mächler

Alexandre Maillard

Yu Kiu Pfister

Irina Sofranova

Nicholas Spencer

Sergey Stepanov

Dario Stringhetti

Ismael Suárez

Xeniya Volosnikova

Brendt Wucherer

West of England  
Wine School
Bristol, UK

Martin Keogh

Wine & Spirit Archive
Oregon, USA

Cassondra Bird Combs

Riccardo Cimò

Kavita Converse

Karri Norton

Dana Peixotto

Grace Preyapongpisan

Kanchan Schindlauer

Colin Wood

Emily Zegar

Wine & Spirit 
Professional Center Ltd
Athens, Greece

Klearhos Kanellakis

Asimina Eleftheria Koulocheri

Manuela Labhard

Margarita Martini

Maria Massoura

Emorfili Mavridou

Filippos Sklavos

Stefanos Triantafyllidis 

Wine House
Los Angeles, USA

Marianna Caldwell

Marc Gold

George Jordan

Ashleigh Ostin

Tara Talameo-Mulder

Toshio Ueno 

Wine School Perho Pro
Helsinki, Finland

Maria Eronen

Jesper Jakobsson

Elina Turunen

WineWise
Belgium, Luxembourg & 

The Netherlands, EMEA

Sara Adam

Jan-Jaap Altenburg

Stelle Barvelink

Philippa Benninger

Joseph Benvenuto

Joris Bleyen

Shirley Boer-Neervoort

Valerie Bollen

Martin Bronkhorst

James Cacace

Jan Cleerbout

Susanne Dams

Jasper de Blocq

Fanny Dhondt

Patrick Eischen

Joris Hartman

Marco Herrouz

Lotte Hoving

Lara Koers

Vera Krijnen

Martien Marcelissen

Josephine Meeusen

Dennis Moerdijk

Yan Mu

Charlotte Naulaerts

Saskia Nijssen

Nick Ollivere

Anne-Sophie Op de Beeck

Willem Philippe

Roos Stevens

Anneleen Straetemans

Iulia Tigau

Kazumi Uejo

Bert Vandenbosch

Ief Vanhonnacker

Olga Verchenko

Jessica Wisse-Jak

Antonio Yip

WiSP
Bordeaux and Paris, France

Alexandre Bastos Guedes

Nuno Bico Alves de Matos

Nine Brousse

Luis Pedro Candido da Silva

Stéphane Daugeron

Wagner Erne

Jean-Baptiste Guillaume

Stephane Leroux

Victor Malivert

Andreas Matthys

Alyse McErlean

Pierre Molinie

Anastasiia Noskova

Laury Rzepka

Yanwen Tan

Maeva Vergnaud

Guilhem Vial



WSET School London
London, Manchester, 

Edinburgh, and Dublin

Stephanie Aburrow

David Adams

Thomas Allinson

Lauren Anderson-Smedley

David Andrews

Emily Angus

Guilherme Anjos

Matthieu Aravantinos

Edward Baldwin

Jill Barber

Paola Barberi

Roman Barina

Carol Baubock

James Belok

Mine Bennett

Andreas Billmeier

Matthew Blackborn

Alex Bors

Alice Bott

Gianlorenzo Botte

Richard Bouglet

Caspar Branson

Catherine Bryer

Victòria Bryksa Hurin

William Buckwell

Victoria Bull

Davide Buongiorno

Sarah Butler

Anthony Byrne

Luciana Calvo Ortega

Stefano Carraro

Nastasia Carty

Biagio Castaldo

Audrey Chaillet

Benoit Chaligne

Henry Chambers

Lisa Christensen

Maria Cintoli

Jane Clare

Oscar Clark

Matthew Cocks

James Colcombe

Marcello Colletti

Joseph Collier

Elizabeth Conway

David Costa Branco

John Angus Crowther

Jarlath Curran

Terence Curran

Aoife Curtin 

William Michael Wayne Davies

Maria De Miguel

Rebecca Degaetano

Paul-Augustin Delattre

Bonifác Dobos Falzon

Georgina Donatantonio

Ryan Duffy

Peter Essex

Florence Etienne

Alicia Evans

Iris Cathy Agnes Fabre

Patricia Ferruz Aguilar

Angela Flynn

Thomas Follows

Raivis Freimanis

Joshua Friend

Alessandro Gaboardi

Frederic Gardelle

Maria Jose Garrido Ruso

Benedetta Gatti

Charles Geoghegan

Mariana Gerolami

Alberto Gherardi

Augusto Gherardi

Jonathan Gibbs

Agnes Gladics

Edward Liam Good

Michelle Goodman

Charlotte Gordon

Samuel Green

Nicolas Greinacher

Klaudia Gromadzik

Heng Gui

Henrietta Gullifer

Leila Habbal

Hereward Haddon-Cave

Megan Haines

John Hammersley

John Hampshire

Ian Hardwick

Nisha Hartelius

David Hemsley

Stéphanie Hennion

Daniel Hill

Stephanie Hudson

Kine Hult

Michael Hutchinson

Rachel Icke

Seiko Ishihara

Emily Jackson

Geoffrey Richard Jaspan

Fraser Jones

Maxim Kassir

Stoyan Katevski

Susana Kawai

Nicola Kelly

Cathal Kenny

Hamish Kirwan

Sophie Labat

Justine Lalonde

Peder Larsen

Rachael Latham

Sangkyu Lee

Nial Leech

Roberto Lo Russo

Beatrix Loader

Jessica Long

António Macedo Pinto da Rocha

Blair Mackenzie

Juliet Maguire

Alessandro Marino

Laura Martin

Stefania Masin

Chiara Maria Mattiello

Elena Matveeva

Sinead McCarthy

Jonathan McCormick

Siobhán McHugh

Andrew Melville

Jorge Luis Mendes da Silva Junior

Joana Isabel da Costa Mesquita

Ivan Milchev

Bethany Morgan-Jones

Miles Morley

Haeyun Juliana Kim Moustakas

Frances Moynihan

Ruth Musgrave

Ruchira Neotia

Claire Nesbitt*

Lauren Newell

Holly Nicholson

Rory O’Donnell*

Rebecca Ohayon

Maureen O’Neill

Pierre-André Ovigne

Maria Pelonero

Graham Perryman

Thomas Pestell

Salisa Petchjan

David Phillips

Nicolas Planty

Brian Pohl

Martina Pokorna

Sam Povey

Cara Powell

Elizabeth Prescott

Polly Prescott

Katherine Purse

Mads Rasmussen

Ian Robson

Roberto Rodrigo Bonafonte

Nadja Roeloffs

Simone Roveda

Tristan Roznowski

Ann Ruck

Emelyn Rude

Alvaro Ruiz Lopez

Susan Sadler

Karlina Sadre

Bailey Saliani

Holly Mary Salt

Helen Salter

Athanasios Samaras

Davide Santeramo

Rodrigo Calice Santos

Luis Miguel Santos de Almeida

Zuzana Sarvasova

David Anthony Sayer

Anne Schneider

Carole Sharp

John Shek

Petros Skarmoutsos

Kathryn Smith

Bunpei Someya

Richard Stanbrook

Kathryn Stead

Alexandra Suter

Aaron Tacinelli

Nicholas Teague

Alexander Thom

Lisa Thomson

Lauren Timmer

Gergana Todorova

Alberto Ugolini

Onneca Guelbenzu Uralde

Vinodhan Veloo

David Wainer

James Wakefield

Nelly Ward

Lloyd Whitworth

Nicholas Wilkes

Tom Wordsworth

Wenxian Xiao

Joung Hwa Yi

Felix Yuen

Lei Zhang

Di Zhu

Mary Natasha Zito

*Graduates with distinction
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The Outstanding Alumni Award, presented annually in partnership 

with JancisRobinson.com, celebrates the achievements of 

WSET’s global alumni community. This year, alumni were invited 

to nominate their winner by shining a spotlight on the inspiring 

work of Diploma graduates around the world. 

The 2023 award recognises an exceptional contribution to 

creating positive change within the global drinks community.

WSET Outstanding  
Alumni Award

Previous Winners

2016	 Isabelle Legeron DipWSET, France and UK

2017	� Sarah Jane Evans MW, DipWSET UK

2018	� Caro Maurer MW, DipWSET Germany

2019	� Ferran Centelles DipWSET, Spain

2021 	Ferdinand Mayr DipWSET, Austria

2022 Alexandra Schrecengost DipWSET, USA

Sonal C Holland MW, DipWSET

Sonal is India’s first and, as yet, only Master of Wine; a coveted title she pursued straight  

after completing her WSET Level 4 Diploma in Wines and Spirits at WSET School London.  

For the past 17 years, she has been at the forefront of revolutionising wine culture in India. 

She pioneered wine education in the sub-continent, making this affordable and accessible  

for more people, through her namesake approved programme provider Sonal Holland  

Wine Academy. 

Sonal consults international wine companies on how to enter and succeed in the Indian wine 

market through her work in consumer and trade research, marketing, communications and 

events. She founded India Wine Awards in 2017, an authoritative ranking of the best domestic 

and international wines available in the country. She is a wine consultant for her country’s flag 

airline carrier, Air India, and also co-organises the Vinexpo Mumbai wine and spirits exhibition. 

An award-winning broadcaster, Sonal has demonstrated her vast knowledge and thought leadership 

to garner over half a million loyal followers, making her among the most  popular wine personalities 

in the world. Sonal remains hugely passionate about drawing global attention to her country’s young 

and fast-developing market, ensuring that India has a voice in the global wine industry.

2023 Winner
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Level 3 Award  
in Spirits

Worshipful Company of 
Distillers’ Americas Prize
An Americas student is awarded 

a bursary to study a spirit 

producing region.

Timothy Powers
WSET School, USA

Delamain Cognac Prize
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary to use towards further 

studies in spirits or a study trip of 

their choice.

Kin Chung Philip 
Wong
WSET School, Hong 

Kong

The Incorporation of 
Coopers of Glasgow Earl 
of Forfar Scholarship
A study visit to a cooperage  

and a whisky blending session in 

Glasgow is awarded to a student 

from the UK.

Nathan Shearer 
WSET School London, 

UK

Worshipful Company of
Distillers’ EMEA Prize
An EMEA student is awarded a 

bursary to study a spirit 

producing region.

Laurent Cuvier
WiSP, France

Level 3 Award  
in Sake

IWC Sake Prize
The top student globally will be 

invited to join the world’s elite 

sake judges to judge sake with 

the International Wine Challenge.

Chung Wai Chan
Corvino, Hong Kong

Prizes are awarded each academic year (1st August to 31st July) and students who achieve outstanding results may be eligible. Prize winners will be contacted by 

WSET after the end of each academic year.

 Prizes
Prizes are awarded annually to recognise those candidates 

who have achieved outstanding marks in their WSET exams. 

They are made possible by the generous support of our 

valued sponsors and partners.
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Level 3 Award  
in Wines

Conseil Interprofessionnel 
du Vin de Bordeaux Prize
A place on a three day intensive 

education trip visiting some of the 

vineyards and wineries of 

Bordeaux, and attending a course 

at the Bordeaux Ecole du Vin as a 

guest of the Conseil 

Interprofessionnel du Vin de 

Bordeaux (CIVB), is awarded to a 

student from the UK.

Filip Szczypinski 
Northern Wine School, 

UK

Decanter Prizes
A student from the APAC and 

Americas regions will receive a 

study bursary for use towards 

WSET Level 4 Diploma in Wines 

fees.  

Chi Yuen Tso 

HKU School of 

Professional & 

Continuing Education, 

Hong Kong

Victoria Carey 

Fine Vintage, USA

The Rhône Trophy
A sliver trophy is presented to a 

student from the EMEA region. 

The winner also receives a case 

of Rhône wines, selected by 

Hallgarten and Novum Wines.

Jan Wrampelmeyer 
Van Belle Academy, 

The Netherlands

Level 4 Diploma  
in Wines

 D1
Wine Production

D1

Comité Champagne Prize
A study trip to Champagne is 

awarded to an EMEA student.

Sergio Moreira
Esprits-des-Vins, France

D1

Concha y Toro 
Sustainability Prize
An Americas student is awarded 

a bursary to use towards further 

studies in wine or a study trip of 

their choice.

Frederico Casassa
Napa Valley Wine 

Academy, USA

D1

M&S Yves Fourcade Prize
A UK student is sponsored on a 

one-week viticulture or vinification 

course at Plumpton College.

Taryn Wilkins
WSET School London,	

UK

D1

Patrick Sandeman 
Vintners’ Bursary
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary from the Worshipful 

Company of Vintners to study  

a wine producing region.

Joey Siu
New Zealand School of 

Wines and Spirits, New 

Zealand
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 D2
Global Business

D2

WSET Prize - Americas
An Americas student is awarded 

a bursary to use towards a study 

trip or further wine studies. 

Filippo Marsala
Independent Wine 

Education Guild, 

Canada

D2

Bibendum Prize
A five-day work-experience  

with Bibendum’s buying team is 

awarded to a UK student who is 

looking to start a career in the 

wine & spirit trade.

Michaela Lamb
WSET School London, 	

UK

D2

Marcia Waters  
Vintners’ Bursary
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary from the Worshipful 

Company of Vintners to study a 

wine producing region.

Anthony Justice
Sydney Wine Academy, 

Australia

D2

Consorzio Franciacorta 
Prize
An EMEA student is awarded a 

bursary to put towards a trip to 

Franciacorta, Italy.

Mahir Sencan
WiSP, France

 D3
Wines of the World (Tasting)

D3

Casa Ferreirinha Prize
A study trip to Portugal and 

in-depth experience of the Douro 

wines by its pioneer and most 

iconic brand is awarded to a UK 

student.  

Jonathan Tiffany
WSET School London, 

UK

D3 (Tasting)

Gérard Basset  
Memorial Prize and  
McNie Tasting Trophy
An Americas student is awarded a 

trophy and will receive a bursary to 

study a wine producing region.

David Nied
Grape Experience, USA

D3 (Tasting)

 

Rioja Wine Academy Prize
An EMEA student is awarded a 

fully paid participation in Rioja 

Camp, a new immersive 

educational experience in Rioja, 

organized by Rioja Wine 

Academy.

Nine Brousse
WiSP, France

D3 (Tasting)

WSET Prize - Asia Pacific
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary to use towards a study 

trip or further wine studies. 

Ambrose Lau
AWSEC Hong Kong

 D3
Wines of the World (Theory)

D3 (Theory)

Consorzio Bolgheri e 
Bolgheri Sassicaia Prize
A study trip to Italy to visit  

DOC Bolgheri e DOC Bolgheri 

Sassicaia in Tuscany is awarded 

to an Americas student.

Benjamin Taylor
Capital Wine School, 

USA



16

D3 (Theory)

Wines of Great Britain 
Prize
A study bursary, a case of award 

winning English and Welsh wines, 

and a package of events are 

awarded to an UK student.

Athanasios Samaras
WSET School  

London, UK

D3 (Theory)

Louis Jadot  
Burgundy Prize
A study trip to Burgundy and a 

magnum of Louis Jadot wine are 

awarded to an EMEA student.

Tsz Kit Chan
Weinakademie 

Oesterreich GmbH,	

Austria

D3 (Theory)

Royal Tokaji Prize
A bursary is awarded to an APAC 

student to study a wine 

producing region.

Meng Zhang
Dragon Phoenix, China

 D4
Sparkling wines

D4

John Avery  
Vintners’ Bursary
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary from the Worshipful 

Company of Vintners to study  

a wine producing region.

Lisa Guenther
Sydney Wine Academy, 

Australia

D4

Liberty Wines Prize
A trip to the Veneto with the 

Liberty Wines team to attend the 

VinItaly trade show, visit several 

of their outstanding producers in 

the region, and attend special 

evening events is awarded to a 

UK student.

Elise Ziwei Liu
WSET School London,	

UK

D4

Moët & Chandon Prize
A study trip to Champagne as a 

guest of Maison Moët & Chandon 

is awarded to an EMEA student.

Martin Bronkhorst
WineWise,  

The Netherlands

D4

Coravin Sparkling Prize
An Americas student is awarded 

a Coravin sparkling device.

Shaoyang Ning
Napa Valley Wine 

Academy, USA

 

 D5 
Fortified wines

D5

Graham’s Port Prize
An APAC student is awarded a 

bursary to study a wine 

producing region.

Tinyu Chan
AWSEC Hong Kong

D5

Lustau Sherry Trophy
A trophy and a study trip to Jerez 

as a guest of Emilio Lustau SA is 

awarded to a UK student.

James Eatwell
WSET School London, 

UK



D5

Sandeman Port Prize
A trip to Portugal during the 

harvest is awarded to an 

Americas student.  

Daniel Bender
Independent Wine 

Education Guild, 

Canada

D5

Taylor’s Port Prize
An EMEA student is awarded a 

study strip to Taylor’s, or a travel/

education bursary.

Alexa Sanford
WiSP, France

 D6
Independent Research 
Assignment

D6

Hardy’s Vintage Prize
An EMEA student is awarded  

a bursary they can use towards 

further studies or a study trip  

of their choice.

Christina Butorina
Weinakademie 

Oesterreich GmbH, 

Austria

D6

Michael Cox  
Vintners’ Bursary
An APAC student is awarded  

a bursary from the Worshipful 

Company of Vintners to study  

a wine producing region.

Stephen Kushturian
Sydney Wine Academy, 

Australia

D6

Wines from Spain Prize
A UK student is awarded access 

to the Spanish Wine Specialist 

Certificate Online Course, with 

the opportunity to take part in a 

trip to Spain upon completion of 

the course.

Oscar Clark
WSET School London, 

UK

D6

Peter Hampson Memorial 
Prize
An Americas student is awarded 

a bursary to study a wine 

producing region.

Marcos Iglesias
Napa Valley Wine 

Academy, USA

WSET Develop Prize

Alex Preston
Birmingham Wine 

School, UK

The WSET Develop Prize, presented in collaboration between WSET and The Drinks Trust, 

recognises a Develop student who has demonstrated their commitment to their educational 

progression within the drinks industry. As part of the prize, sponsored by Kingsland Drinks, 

the winner is invited to take part in a tour and tasting at the home of Salford Rum, Dirty Old 

Town Distillery, in Salford, Manchester, which includes an overnight stay in the city.
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Graduate prizes 
Best all round performers for 2022/2023

Derouet Jameson Award
The Derouet Jameson Memorial 

Foundation supports up to two 

students who work in the UK wine 

and spirit trade with funding for 

the Masters of Wine study course. 

Rory O’Donnell
WSET School 

London, UK

 Sam Povey
WSET School 

London, UK

Penfolds Asia Pacific 
Scholarship

The Penfolds Asia Pacific 

Scholarship is a study bursary 

awarded to the student from the 

APAC region who achieved the 

highest overall mark in the Level 

4 Diploma in Wines.

Yawei Shen
ASC Fine Wines, China

Decanter Americas 
Scholarship

The Decanter Americas 

Scholarship is a study bursary 

awarded to the student from the 

Americas who achieved the 

highest overall mark in the Level 

4 Diploma in Wines.

Kimberly Pasquali

Grape Experience, 

USA

Vintners’ UK Scholarship
The Vintners’ UK Scholarship is a 

bursary to study a wine producing 

region awarded to the student 

from the UK who achieved the 

highest overall mark in the WSET 

Level 4 Diploma in Wines. 

Claire Nesbitt
WSET School London, UK

International Wine & Spirit 
Competition Trophy

The IWSC Trophy and a bursary 

towards further wine studies is 

awarded to the student from 

EMEA who achieved the highest 

overall mark in the WSET Level 4 

Diploma in Wines.

Graham Cohen
The International Wine  

Education Centre, South Africa

Vintners’ Cup
The Vintners’ Cup is presented  

to the student who achieved the 

highest overall mark across the 

WSET Level 4 Diploma in Wines. 

The Worshipful Company of 

Vintners also presents the winner 

with an engraved decanter.

Che Chun Alex Tsui
Neptune School of Wine, USA
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The Vintners’ Cup is awarded annually to the graduate achieving 

the highest aggregate mark across all units of the WSET Level 4 

Diploma in Wines. The winner is awarded a silver trophy and 

an engraved decanter.

The Worshipful Company of Vintners is one of the City of 

London’s Great Twelve Livery Companies, with a history rooted in 

the UK wine trade. They generously took over the sponsorship 

of this award in 2004. The award has been in existence since 1946.

Che Chun Alex Tsui
Neptune School of Wine, USA

Alex is currently a PhD Researcher in Biochemistry at the University of Oxford and is studying 

how certain membrane channel proteins help human and plants to sense their surrounding 

environment. His WSET journey in wine education began in 2017 and Alex worked his way 

from the Level 2 Award in Wines to eventually embarking on the Level 4 Diploma in Wines 

with Neptune Wine School when he relocated from Oxford to California. 

‘I feel incredibly grateful that I have been awarded the 2023 Vintners’ Cup, following in the 

footsteps of many accomplished individuals in the wine world. My success in the Level 4 

Diploma in Wines has only propelled me to go further.’

Previous Winners

1946	� Jack Gregory

1947	� C. F. Donovan

1948	� John Surtees

1949	� John Surtees

1950	� Geoffrey Butler

1951	� John Davies

1952	� J. E. Hall

1953	� P. Spurway

1954	� E. Arnold Tasker

1955	� Gerald Asher

1956	� Peter Crameri

1957	� David Sommerfelt

1958	� Robin Don

1959	� James Long

1960	� Martin Bamford

1961	� Geoffrey Smallwood

1962	� Robin Walters

1963	� Clive Waters

1964	� A. F. Crutchley

1965	� Charles Hawkins

1966	� A. F. Crutchley

1967	� Geoffrey Sydenham

1968	� Michael Cliff

1969	� Peter Clarke

1970	� Ian Bostock

1971	� Anthony Gunn

1972	� Anthony Hanson

1973	� Martyn Brown

1974	� Tim Holland

1975	� Charles Crawfurd

1976	� Penelope Mansell Jones

1977	� Richard Harvey

1978	� Jancis Robinson

1979	� John Burton

1980	� Richard Stewart

1981	� Arabella Woodrow

1982	� Diana Percival

1983	� Michael Schuster

1984	� Fiona Roberts

1985	� Angela Bishop

1986	� Robin Woodhouse

1987	� Philippa Woods

1988	� Michael Holmes

1989	� Ian McLaren

1990	� Jane Brocket

1991	� Lilyane Weston

1992	� Susan Anderson

1993	� Patricia Stefanowicz

1994	� Rebecca Pinch

1995	� Sally Easton

1996	� Linda Jotham

1997	� Robert Harris

1998	� Chris Foss

1999	� Nancy Mittelmajer

2000	�Neil Beckett

2001	� Katherine Richardson

2002	�Sara Basra

2003	�Sarah Ahmed

2004	�Alexander Carr Taylor

2005	�Richard Hamblin

2006	�Claire Dawson

2007	�Anne McHale &  

Nicola Grandorge

2008	�Catriona Felstead

2009	�Irene Bachkönig

2010	� Charlotte Edgecombe

2011	� Emma Harrison

2012	� Mei Hong

2013	� Sarah Heller

2014	� Julie Frankland

2015	� Jing Wei Sun

2016	� Jason Millar

2017	� Moritz Mueller

2018	� Joseph Hallam

2019	� Timothy Clark

2020	�Mary Wright

2021	� Jorge André Pais Vaz Nunes

2022	�Felicity Cox

Vintners’ Cup

2023 Winner
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For more information about WSET or to  

locate your nearest course provider visit 

wsetglobal.com 

 

 

@wsetglobal

https://www.wsetglobal.com/

